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Question words in Chinese

Question words in Chinese are used for asking questions
of what, when, where, who, how and whether. The
position of most question words is different from the
position of wh- words in English. They are usually placed
where the answers would be expected to appear.

In this list, besides those most frequently used question
words introduced in Discover China, some other question
words are also included with example sentences translated
into English.

duo duoshao DC1 Unit 4; DC2 Unit 5
% / % /1> : how much, how many

Although 25 /I> is often translated as “how many” or
“how much” it can also be used to ask about numbers,
like the telephone numbers and room numbers.

Ni de dianhua haomd shi duoshao
< KRB B SR £ D

What's your telephone number?

Zhe ge cln zi you dudshao rén jia
c ENNTHE 2D AK?
How many families are there in this village?
Na ge shihou de ji pido hé hudchépiao da gai doushi duo-
o ARAS s B HLEE A oK SR RAE AR £
shao gian
R

How much are the flights and train tickets then?

% means “to what extent” when used in questions. It is
often used to modify words expressing measurements
such as K, 4€, &, &, etc. The verb & is optionally
used in questions about size, the word expressing
measurement can be used as the predicate. & can
also be used to introduce the size followed by the word
expressing measurement.

Ta daodi  you dud gdo
ML FEE () £ &2

Exactly, how tall is he?

Ni de fangjian you ducda
< Ry pilal () ZKR?

How big is your room?

Question words in Chinese “ 1

W6 dagai yao xitxi dud chang shijian
< OAMEHARE £ K OIHE 2
How long do | need to rest?
Ni de érzi duo da le
- ILT Z R T

How old is your son?

F08 / F4t+ 4 : why on earth, what for; do what

Ni ganmd ganshénme ldo kanzhe wo
- AR T AR EE K

Why are you always looking at me?

Nin ganma ganshénme Ido shuo zhéxie hua
A BT Rl N A S SR i
Why do you always say this?

Ni zai ganmda ganshénme
- PR AE T/ A A7

What are you doing?

¥ A~ §F /5F08:isitall right ...?

TFANGF/5FAG is used after stating an idea or suggestion.
Questions ending with TF A IF/TFHL are used to ask
for someone’s opinion. If the respondent agrees to the

suggestion, he or she may say ¥F/8FBY/4FNE; but can
also use”..... AE” to indicate an alternative suggestion,
which is used to soften the tone of the answer.

Women vyigi qu  hdobdhdo hdoma
« FAT—8 =, HA A7

Let’s go together, is that all right?

Hdo ba

g,

All right.

W6 qu kankan ni hdo bu hdo haoma

- k£ BE AR, WA/
I'll come and visit you, is that all right?
Ni xian bié lai le yihou zai shud ba
5wl ok T, LIS R B IE

Please don't come yet, maybe later.
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Woémen kan gingkudang zai shuo  hdobuhdo hdoma
- AT AEE OB, A

Let’s see how it goes and decide later, OK?

Hdoba  ting ni de

GFIE, W AREY o

OK. I'll follow your idea.

haishi DC1 Unit 10
B AE: or

An alternative question is formed by linking two alternative

options with the conjunction i f&. The respondent is
expected to choose one or the other option.

Ni cong jia lai haishi cong xuéxiao i
NN U N 2 3 S

Did you come from home or school?

W6 cong jia lai
N Kk
| came from home.

Zanmen qu Xianggdng haishi qu  Xinjiapo
- AT £ A R K ke

Are we going to Hong Kong or Singapore?

Zanmen qu Xianggdng ba
AT & A O .

Let’s go to Hong Kong.

{a]: what

Ni conghé ér lai
- PR A AT 2

Where do you come from?

Ni shi hérén
X (PN

Who are you?

Ni zhdo wo hé shi
S A I

Why are you looking for me?
MAA: from where
AA: for what

Question words in Chinese & 2

i
JL: how many (number of)

Laile ji gerén
- kT LAY

How many people have come/arrived?
Jintian ji hao
« 5K IJLF7?
What's the date today?
Shigi hao shi xingqi ji
- Tt5 2 BHJL?
What day is the seventeenth?
Ni jia you ji jian woshi
- R K A JLIE] EbE
How many bedrooms do you have at home?
@ingwen nimen ji wei
- 35 ) ARATT LA

How many of you please?

JUBF: when (=1t ARHE )
Nimen jishi zou

o PRATT LI 3E 2
When are you leaving?
Xianzai jishi le

« IAE LB 17

What time is it now?

g

A9 is usually used at the end of a declarative sentences
to form a yes/no question. The word order remains
unchanged.

Ni shi Mdke ma
o« PR 2 Do g2

Are you Mark?

NI rénshi ta ma
o PR IATH fth 152

Do you know him?
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g |
B which

Nin ydo jian de shi ndawei

o BRE UL 2 MR
Which one are you meeting?
Ni shi nd gué rén

o PR ON?
Which country are you from?
Ni daodi zhan zai na vyi bian

o PR BNE 2 AR W3 e

Which side are you on?

BE™: which, which one

Ni shi ndge xuéxiao de
o IR RS A AL A
Which school are you from?
Zhe limian ndge shi ni meimei
- X BLT RS R AR IR R

Which one among these is your younger sister?

W)L when ( =ft4RHE )

Ni shi ndhuir coéng Guangzhou huilai de
- RGEWEZIL N T M DR 7

When did you come back from Guangzhou?

Zhe bén shi  ndhuir cainéng chiubdn
< XA LA RE HR?

When can this book be published?

na nali nar DC1 Unit 2

AR / WAR B8 / BAF JL: where
They are interrogative pronouns. They have the same
position in sentences as the answers, that is to say,
the word order in the question is the same as in the
corresponding statement.

Ni zha zai  ndli ndr
o R AT A TR EL/HEL?

Where do you live?

Ni shi na ndli nar rén
o VRS2 WOR/AR B /AR LA 2

Where are you from?

Question words in Chinese “+ 3

NI mama zai ndli ndr gongzuo
« fix 315 6 WREEIL T f7

Where does your Mom work?
Ni de T xu zai ndli ndr madide
o PR B9 T AL A WE LR L SK Y7
Where did you buy your T-shirt?
Ni juéde nali ndr bushu fu
o PR waAs WL/ L A ET AR ?

Whereabouts do you feel unwell?

MEIE @ is it true that ...

The adverb ¥EJE is used to form a rhetorical question,
which is asked without the expectation of an answer for
the purpose of making a point or stressing something. ¥
B can usually appear at the beginning of the rhetorical
question or right before the verb.

Nandao shi wo cuo le
- MEIE S K A7

Am | really wrong?

Nandao wo bu yinggai xiangxin ta
- X BN L% M AR b

Shall I not trust him?

ne DC1 Unit 1
e

The question particle Bg is placed after a noun or
pronoun to form a follow-up question meaning “how/
what about”. The speaker and the listener are assumed
to know what the question refers to.

W6 xing Zhang  ni ne

- Tk ok, fRIE?
My surname is Zhang, what about yours?
W6 vyijing chiguo wuifan le ni ne

- Bz R T, IRDE?

| have had lunch, how about you/have you?

WA how
Zhe jian shi ni ddasuan rduhé chuli
o« X =R FTE dnfey bR

How are you going to handle this?
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Ni  zuijin rdhé
o MR dRT Ande] 2

How have you been recently?

H4 :what

Ta zai zhdo shénme dongxi
- il FE $ fF 4 ARPE?

What is he looking for?

Ni jido shénme mingzi
- R At A B

What's your name?

Xingqiliu ni you shénme jihua
« BN IR A A4 7

What's your plan for Saturday?

Shénme zhéme xiang
- fraEa &7
What smells so good?

Ni de xinpéngyou zhdng shénme yang zi
S G T SN § o/ = B

What does your new friend look like?

Nin juti xidng zhdo shénme shi
N K N R s A N

What books are you looking for specifically?

Na nin juéde zai zhel| shénghud you shénme bu fangbian

o AR A FE X A WA A ATJT R

de difang ma

FY) M7 12

Is there anything you find inconvenient about living
here?

Na ni hdiyou shénme hdo yoéuyu de
- IR AR A AT 4 b R A2

Then why are you still hesitating?

7= A~ 7&: whether or not
Ni shi bl shi ba zhé jian shiging géi wang le
- R EARE X RS T T

You have forgotten this, haven't you?

W6 shi b shi  jicuo women bd shi jintian jianmian
&ETEIE’%&T AT A SR w7

Did | remember wrongly, we are not meeting today?

Question words in Chinese - 4

i / E BY: who / whose

The interrogative pronoun £ can be used at the beginning
of a question as the subject. It can also be used at the end
of a question as the object, and sometimes equivalent to
“whom”in English.

Na wei nii shi shi shéi
« AL 2ot 2 R
Who is that lady?
Shéi shi Yo Ming
- i 2 Wk 0

Who is Yao Ming?

Ta shi shui  ta shi Yao Ming  shi ma
- b HE? M Bk B, 2 MY

Who is he? He is Yao Ming, isn't he?
Zhe shi shéi de fangjian
o 3% 2 HE Y PoE)?

Whose room is this?

At A why
Ni weishénme méiyou canjia zhe ci kdoshi
< R AT 4 BT S X il
Why haven't you taken part in this examination?
Weishénme zai Zhonggué bukénéng
« A4 B E ARTRE?

Why isn't this possible in China?

NI weéishénme chuan zhéme duo yifu
RN A B XA 2 AR

Why are you wearing so many clothes?

Qing jiéshi yixia ni weishénme rénwéi ta ta shi yingxiong
o I MR — N AR A A0 /e 7 e A

Please explain why you think he/she is a hero.

B % B:isthere/arethere...? Have ... got ...?

]
Have ... ever...?

7% F is the negative form of the verb 7, and we can use
the phrase ;%A in affirmative-negative questions.

Ni shenshang you méi you gian
R B b AEA K

Have you got any money with you?
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Fangjian li you méi you rén

- rlEBAEA N
Is there anybody in the room?
Ni you méi ybu jianguo wd gé ge

- IR A B A DLt Fe AR
Have you ever met my brother?

£ /.: how, what; how come

E 4. is a question word used to ask for a reason or
explanation. /& Z often appears after the subject of a
sentence.

Women zénme qu  Zuo gonggong giche haishi zuo chuziche
- BATEA K A & S RE R A KA
How do we get there? By bus or by taxi?
Bingmdyong shi zénme béi faxian de
- RE AW B4 g RB Y

How were the Terracotta Warriors found?

Nimen shi zénme rénshi de
« PRI 2 B R /Y
How did you get to know each other?
£ /. has a similar tone and connotation to “how come”

in English. It not only asks “why”, but also expresses a
tone of surprise.

Zhé daodi shi zénme hui shi
- X 2K 2 B4 b H?
Why on earth is this happening?
Ni zénme ba mama de shéngri géi wang le
c IR BRI AEH 4 TR T
How could you forget Mom'’s birthday?

Ni zén me  bu zdo shud
RS (A) AR G2
Why didn’t you say earlier?
W6 zén me néng buzhdaoji
- K E (4) BB AFR?
How can | not worry?

E 4 Jn:whattodo

Wémen daodi gai zénme ban
- AT 2R % Ba I

What on earth shall we do?

Question words in Chinese “+ 5

W6 wangle dai yaoshi  Zénme ban na
- BT A IR B g WEe
| forgot my key! What shall I/we do?

zénmeyang zényang

E LT / EHF :how, how about

DC1 Unit6, Unit 9

Zhéxié nian ni guode zénmeydng
XL 4E R AR B AR
How has life been over these years for you?

Woémen ging ta chifan  zénmeyang
A1 17 M 2R, BAFE?

Let’s invite him for dinner, how does that sound (to you)?

Women badidn zai dianyingyuan ménkou jian  zénmeyang
AT NS TE B B 110 W, BARE?

How about we meet at the entrance of the cinema?

Chéngdu de tiangi zénmeyang hé Xi'an yiyang léng ma
- AR B RREAKE T ML —4E % 17
How is the weather in Chengdu, is it as cold as in
Xi'an?
Ni dui Méigué de shénghud ganjué zénmeyang zényang
PR SRE B A 1 IR B AKE/ERE?

How do you feel about life in the US?

Na shi zénmeyang zényang de yi pian xidoshuo
< BIE BARELERE B —0E /D U7
What kind of novel is that?
Nimen de huaju pdi de zénmeyang zényang le
PR Y TR HE 1S B AR ERE T

How was your drama rehearsal?

E /7  how about, what about

Women dou juéding canjia le ni ddasuan zénmezhe
- FATH PE S T, R ATR EAE?

We have all decided to take part in it, how about you?



