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Basic strokes in Chinese

We write Chinese with some basic strokes, six of which are shown below:

N
dian ,~J
\

N dot
p—
7\
 —
héng .
— 1% horizontal
B —
—
“
shu
] 112 vertical
D
) ih’hf( downward left
na /,\\\;
N\ s downward right

IT

5 upward
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Stroke order in Chinese

We always write character strokes in the same order, following seven basic rules and some supplementary rules for
stroke order in Chinese:

Horizontal before vertical

+
L e s _ _ _
MR VEE $: ,;_$
A

Downward left before downward right

2 o /s
JoUR A

From left to right )]] ) )l )'l
i W) A A A B

—_—
—

—
—
e

From top to bottom

4 R EET T —r
A: ) J1AA
5
JehME e T R

From outside to inside

6 From outside to inside, then closing @ . | m W \'57 F:T] [Q
JeohE LA O 5.0 FIAAREEE

Middle before two sides "] Vi ‘] 'J 'J Y

7 \ N
Serpia) eIk 7J<: J 7J 7J’ 7J<
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10

11

12

13

14

Top dots, top-left dots precede all others

EE, bR, KBS

For top-right dots and inside dots, enclosing
strokes precede enclosed strokes

Ab B, BFS

For top-right, top-left, or left-top-right
structures, enclosing strokes precede enclosed
strokes

fe. HLAE, SesNEH

For bottom-left structures, enclosed strokes
precede enclosing strokes

£ M, SeRESh

For left-bottom-right structures, enclosed
strokes precede enclosing strokes

BROE] -, SeH S

For left-top-right structures, enclosing strokes
precede enclosed strokes

BT, JehhE i

For left-bottom-right structures, enclosed
strokes precede enclosing strokes

RO, Jo bR
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